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THANK YOU, FEDERAL WAY, FOR ATTENDING 
MAYOR FERRELL’S STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS!  

Mayor Jim Ferrell thanks everyone who attended his annual State of the City Address at the Performing Arts 
& Event Center (PAEC) on February 15! During the event, the Mayor highlighted the past, present, and 
future of Federal Way, giving the attendees a glimpse of what our community can expect to see in the 
coming years. Mayor Ferrell is happy to report that the state of our City is strong! Thank you to the PAEC 
team for ensuring a smooth event. Pictured below, left to right: Van Dinh, Catering and Sales Manager; 
Brian Hoffman, General Manager, caught up with Mayor Ferrell before he took the stage.  
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STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS PHOTO GALLERY!  
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BIG 12 ANNOUNCES WEYERHAEUSER KING 
COUNTY AQUATIC CENTER WILL HOST ITS 2025 

SWIMMING & DIVING CHAMPIONSHIP!  
By the Big 12 Conference 

IRVING, Texas — The Big 12 Conference has selected Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center in 
Federal Way, Wash., to serve as the host site for the 2025 Big 12 Swimming and Diving Championship. 
  
This will mark the first neutral site for the Championship as it has been hosted on a Big 12 campus each 
year since 1997. Beginning in 2025, Arizona, Arizona State and Utah will join BYU, Cincinnati, Houston, 
Iowa State, Kansas, TCU and West Virginia as Big 12 institutions that compete in Swimming & Diving. 
  
“We are excited to welcome all Big 12 and NCAA Division I collegiate athletes and their families to make 
the City of Federal Way their ‘home away from home’ for the 2025 Swimming and Diving Championships,” 
said Federal Way Mayor Jim Ferrell. “Federal Way is centered on opportunities for these athletes to visit, 
compete, and play. Congratulations athletes and Welcome to Federal Way!” 
  
“We’re honored to host the Big 12 Swimming and Diving Championship, offering a modernized facility that 
provides an outstanding experience for elite athletes and their fans,” said King County Executive Dow 
Constantine. “We’ve made significant improvements at our Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center in 
recent years, making it brighter, more energy efficient, and more comfortable for swimmers of all ages and 
abilities, including collegiate superstars.” 
  
Dates for the 2025 Championship will be Tuesday, February 25 - Saturday, March 1. The WKCAC will 
also be the site of the 2025 NCAA DI Women’s and Men’s Swimming and Diving Championships. 
  
Further information about the 2025 Championship will be released at a later date. The 2024 Big 12 
Swimming & Diving Championship is set for Feb. 27 - March 2 in Morgantown, West Virginia, hosted by 
West Virginia.  
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DOWNLOAD THE FREE ‘EYES ON FEDERAL WAY’ APP!  

Don’t forget to download the “Eyes on Federal 

Way” app from either the Google Play Store or 

the App Store today.  

The “Eyes on Federal Way” app will allow you 

to report non-emergency issues such as 

graffiti, road potholes, street litter, or shopping 

carts.  

Let’s collaborate towards maintaining the 

appearance of our community! 
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OUR FWPD GATHERS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
FOR ITS LEADERSHIP TEAM RETREAT 

The Federal Way Police Department (FWPD) 
wrapped up its 2024 Leadership Team 
Retreat, and it was a huge success!  

Over the past two days, our FWPD 
management staff — civilian and sworn — 
came together to reflect on its performance in 
2023 and set goals for 2024. 

The FWPD management staff also took part 
in valuable training sessions covering topics 
such as Crime Statistics, Leadership 
Development, Communication Strategies, 
and Managing Critical Incidents.  

Management staff also received information 
from a First Responder Peer Support 
Program to best keep themselves and their 
teams healthy and supported.  

These sessions are all about equipping our 
team with the skills and knowledge they need 
to keep our community safe. 

Our FWPD believes in the power of coming 
together as a department.  

 
 
 

Federal Way Police Department Chief Andy Hwang (pictured 
above) said the Leadership Team Retreat also focused on 
keeping those lines of communication open and ensuring his 
team is always aligned and on the same page. By working 
together, FWPD can ensure it serves Federal Way’s residents 
better than ever!  
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COUNCIL’S CORNER 
  

It’s time for another History Lesson! 
  
On February 19, City Hall was closed in observance of President’s Day. 
This day typically means no school for children and no work for most 
employees, but upon its creation in 1879, this day was about honoring our 
Founding Fathers, specifically George Washington, on his birthday.  
 

Although Washington was born on February 22 — or February 11 if you’re following the Julian Calendar! — 
in 1968, the Uniform Monday Holiday Act moved Washington’s Birthday Celebration to the third Monday of 
the month. Then, it became President’s Day as a way to remember all the U.S. presidents or any single 
president of choice.  
  
This holiday even has its dessert assigned to it – Cherry Pie! This dessert is a little tongue-in-cheek nod to 
the longest-running myth and legend about George Washington: 
 
“The cherry tree myth is one of the oldest and best-known 
legends about George Washington. In the original story, when 
Washington was six years old, he received a hatchet as a gift 
and damaged his father’s cherry tree with it. When his father 
discovered what George had done, he became very angry. 
Young George bravely said, ‘I cannot tell a lie…I did cut it with 
my hatchet.’ Washington’s father embraced him and declared 
that his son’s honesty was worth more than a thousand 
trees” (George Washington’s Mount Vernon Archives). 
  
So grab a slice of cherry pie and celebrate all 46 presidents, or 
just your favorite, because President’s Day was about a little bit 
of history.  
  
Can you name all 46? Test your knowledge! 
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COUNCIL’S CORNER 
 

 
This week’s Council happenings:  
 

• City Council Special Meeting, February 20 at City Hall, 4:30 p.m. 

• City Council Regular Meeting, February 20 at City Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

• Business Safety Summit, February 21 on Zoom, 9:30 a.m. 

• Planning Commission Regular Meeting, February 21 at City Hall, 5 p.m. 
  
Planning Ahead: 
 

• Finance, Economic Development & Regional Affairs Committee (FEDRAC) Regular 
Meeting, February 27 at City Hall, 5 p.m. 

• Federal Way Comprehensive Plan Public Open House, February 29 at City Hall, 4 p.m. 

• Land Use & Transportation Committee (LUTC) Regular Meeting, March 4 at City Hall, 5 p.m. 

• City Council Regular Meeting, March 5 at City Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN FEDERAL WAY!  
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If you want to learn more, please click on this link  

https://www.cityoffederalway.com/node/1505

