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MAYOR JIM FERRELL ANNOUNCES THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF FEDERAL WAY’S VIOLENT CRIME TASK FORCE  

After recent shootings, which resulted in the death of a 2-year-old and the injury of a man near Pacific 
Highway, as well as another incident that injured a teenager at a nearby apartment complex, Mayor Jim 
Ferrell is pushing back against crime by establishing a highly skilled Violent Crime Task Force.  
 
The Violent Crime Task Force is comprised of members of the Federal Way Police Department (FWPD), 
whose crucial mission is identifying the perpetrators of these violent acts and bringing them to justice. 
 
Mayor Ferrell clarified that the City of Federal Way will not tolerate such crimes. He is taking all the neces-
sary measures to safeguard the hard-working community. 
 
“Our number one priority here at the City of Federal Way is the safety of our community,” said Mayor Fer-
rell. “We will move heaven and earth and deploy every resource available to find the perpetrator of the 
horrible murder of the 2-year-old near IHOP and to locate and hold accountable those committing violent 
crimes in our community.”  
 
Mayor Ferrell emphasized that the community needs answers to numerous unanswered questions. 
 
“The Violent Crime Task Force will investigate people involved in violence, 
find out where they live, and determine who is connected with them. We 
will use forensic evidence and other means to solve cases and bring vio-
lent offenders to justice,” said Kyle Sumpter, Deputy Chief of Police.  
 
“We work around the clock to protect the people and families in Federal 
Way.” 
 

 

Mayor Ferrell answered media questions about Federal Way’s recent news. Thanks to KOMO-TV, KIRO 
Radio, Fox 13, KING 5, and the Federal Way Mirror for covering the story after the Friday, April 12, 
announcement. 
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EMBRACING EDUCATION: MAYOR FERRELL 
SPENT LAST WEEK TEACHING HISTORY TO 
SEQUOYAH MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS!  

From April 9-11, Mayor Jim Ferrell spent most of his time giving back to our Federal Way 
community as a guest history teacher at Sequoyah Middle School! During the seventh-
grade classes, Mayor Ferrell answered excellent questions about Washington State History. 
Thanks to Sequoyah Middle School for inviting him! 
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Q&A WITH THE NEW LEADER OF THE PAEC: 
GENERAL MANAGER STACIA WINTERS!  

As the new General Manager of the PAEC, tell us about 
your goals.  

Stacia: One of the primary goals I have is to broaden the 
corporate connections and support of the venue through a 
more in-depth sponsorship effort including naming rights and 
other sponsorship opportunities, including event sponsorship 
opportunities, at the PAEC. I am already working closely with 
our corporate team to set these goals and continue building 
these relationships in the community.   
 
Q: Your diverse experience in management, marketing, 
and event planning across different regions is impres-
sive. How can this be leveraged to benefit the PAEC? 

Stacia: I have seen a wide variety of events and have even 
built events from the ground up and seen them blossom into 
huge annual events attended by thousands. I have a deep 
understanding of the event industry from every angle — 
marketing, execution, food, and beverage, as well of ensur-
ing that each event is a memorable experience for guests. I 
hold a high standard of service and am bringing a fresh set 
of eyes to the community. I am excited to see where there is 
untapped potential and opportunities for growth! 
 
Q: Some in our community have asked about an ongo-
ing partnership between Federal Way Public Schools 
(FWPS) and PAEC to allow local students to consistently 
perform on the ‘big stage’ at our state-of-the-art facility. 
What are your thoughts about that potential partnership 
with FWPS?  

Stacia: I am a huge advocate of beginning arts from a young age and am looking forward to learning what 

the needs are in the community and seeing how the PAEC can encourage those opportunities. I am excited 

to continue our work with Arts 4 Youth and am planning to connect directly with local schools and perform-

ing groups to discuss their needs and build a partnership. 

Q: What are some fun facts about you?  

Stacia: I grew up in Wyoming and have spent most of my life in the West/Southwest. I am so excited to ex-

plore the Pacific Northwest and all it has to offer! I enjoy traveling to new places, especially in my local area 

and am known to do quick camping trips into the mountains or a two-day getaway to explore a new com-

munity nearby. I have also spent most of my life performing and still love to find way to participate — I help 

coach and choreograph for High School Marching Band Color Guard teams in a few different states when I 

have some spare time and love to attend and support local plays, bands, and any other performances I can 

find! 

Welcome to Federal Way! On Monday, April 

8, Mayor Jim Ferrell met with Stacia 

Winters, the newly appointed General 

Manager of our Performing Arts & Event 

Center (PAEC).  
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THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY ATTENDS THE HORIZON 
DUPLEX GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR FUSION!   

 

Mayor Ferrell and the City Councilmembers attended the FUSION Horizon Duplex 
groundbreaking ceremony on Thursday, April 11, at 31212 13th Ave S in Federal Way. The 
Horizon Duplex will provide housing to families in our community who have experienced 
homelessness. From left to right above, City Council President Linda Kochmar, Mayor 
Ferrell, and David Harrison, the Executive Director of FUSION. 
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FEDERAL WAY COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS  

On Monday, April 15, Mayor Ferrell and our City Councilmembers attended a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the grand opening of Federal Way Audiology. We welcome the 
owners, Yeasel Chae, Doctor of Audiology, and Laura K. Moran, Director of Audiology, to our 
neighborhood! They are one of the few audiologists in Federal Way to offer Korean 
translation services to the community. 

On Thursday, April 11, the Federal Way Korean American Association 
held an open house to celebrate the expansion of its hall and 15th 
anniversary. During the event, Mayor Ferrell delivered a thoughtful 
presentation about the value of our community partnership. We thank 
our Federal Way Korean American Association friends for extending 
their invitation to us. 
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FEDERAL WAY POLICE RECORDS UNIT 
SUPERVISOR OF THE YEAR: AMANDA HEWER  

 
In 2023, the Federal Way Police Records Unit 
expanded its team by hiring ten records specialists and 
a new supervisor.  
 
Records Supervisor Amanda Hewer’s pivotal role in 
facilitating onboarding and ensuring comprehensive 
training for new hires cannot be overstated. 
 
Her dedication and commitment have been 
instrumental in navigating the unit through staffing 
challenges, ultimately fostering its growth. 
 
Amanda exemplifies meticulousness in her 
professional endeavors and consistently goes above 
and beyond to support her colleagues.  
 
She is readily available to address questions and guide 
records personnel and law enforcement officers in 
need.  
 
Amanda has willingly sacrificed her time to mentor 
probationary records specialists, demonstrating 
exceptional dedication and showcasing her 
selflessness and commitment to the team’s success. 
 
In addition to her supervisory responsibilities, Amanda 
has shouldered the additional workload of training new 
staff, effectively assuming the duties of two individuals.  

The City of Federal Way congratulates Amanda on this 
massive announcement!  

 

 

We are committed to serving Federal Way! 
 
Amanda Hewer—pictured in the middle 
next to Diane Shines, Civilian Operations 
Manager, and Federal Way Police Chief 
Andy Hwang—has contributed to 
streamlining processes and introducing 
innovative solutions to enhance the 
efficiency of records specialists’ tasks. 
 
Amanda prioritizes building meaningful 
connections with new team members and 
fostering a welcoming and supportive 
environment within the Federal Way Police 
Department. 



 

 CITYWIDE NEWS— THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY 

 

DOWNLOAD THE FREE ‘EYES 
ON FEDERAL WAY’ APP!  

 

Help us keep Federal Way clean and safe by reporting 

non-emergency issues, like graffiti, potholes, littered 

streets, or abandoned shopping carts, using the “Eyes 

on Federal Way” app! 
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Join us for a FREE event featuring 
guided Tai Chi, Qigong, 

mindfulness, and community 
connection! 

 

Saturday, April 27 
10-12 p.m. 

Pacific Bonsai Museum 
2515 S 336th Street 

Federal Way, WA 98001 
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