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IN A HISTORIC MOMENT, THE CITY COUNCIL 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVES A DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT FOR TOWN CENTER 3! 

In November 2014, our City Council unanimously approved the purchase of the former Target 
property, per Mayor Jim Ferrell’s request.  “At the time, I recognized that this was somewhat 
controversial,” said Ferrell. “However, I knew that this $10 million investment would be the linchpin 
of our efforts toward revitalization and investment in our community … and will pay dividends for 
decades.” 

On Tuesday, April 16, our dedicated City Councilmembers unanimously approved a Town Center 3 (TC 
3) Development Agreement with One Trent, a Seattle-based development company that will invest hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in our community. Additionally, the City Council unanimously approved the Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) on second reading and final approval, which will facilitate the investment of mil-
lions of dollars toward necessary capital improvements. TIF provides funding for infrastructure that ena-
bles private property owners to contribute to the development and improvement of the City. Our next step 
is to enter into meaningful negotiations with Merlone Geier Partners, the owners of The Commons Mall on 
320th, to transform that site. This week represents a hinge point for Federal Way’s future!  
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CLICK HERE TO READ JIM FERRELL’S MAYOR’S 
MEMO IN THE FEDERAL WAY MIRROR! 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-04/MayorMemoApr22.png
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“LET’S PLAY BALL!”  
MAYOR FERRELL ATTENDS THE FEDERAL 

WAY NATIONAL LITTLE LEAGUE JAMBOREE 
 
The Federal Way National Little League (FWNLL) invited Mayor 
Ferrell and other honored guests to The Complex behind WinCo on 
Saturday, April 20, to celebrate the return of youth baseball and 
softball participation in our community!  
 
“Teri Foster, the current president of the Federal Way National Little 
League, is doing an exceptional job, and we are delighted to see 
the kids’ success under her leadership,” said Mayor Ferrell.  
 
“Last year, their Senior All-Stars represented Washington State at 
the regionals in Oakland, California, which made Federal Way 

proud. The kids are incredibly talented, and we are excited to see how they perform this year!”  
 
The City of Federal Way supports the Federal Way National Little League and its hard-working volunteers 
who support our local athletes!  

The Federal Way National Little League President Teri Foster, Mayor Jim Ferrell, City Council 
President Linda Kochmar, and Councilmembers Jack Dovey and Susan Honda waved to the crowd 
at The Complex during the Jamboree, where the weather was perfect!   
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Our Parks and Recreation Department of Federal Way 
deserves a big thank you for organizing the 18th annual 
Parks Appreciation Day on Saturday, April 20! The Federal 
Way community was in full force to celebrate a day of 
community, nature, and positive impact at the Hylebos 
Blueberry Farm and Saghalie Park.  

Our community stepped up, ready to work hard by rolling 
up their sleeves to help with weeding, planting trees, and 
more. Many brought extra tools and were prepared, rain or 
shine!   

We extend a special thank you to George Richen, Parks 
and Facilities Manager; Tony Collins, Parks Maintenance 
Worker Lead; Jason Gerwen, Parks Deputy Director; Hugo 
Lemus, Parks Maintenance Worker I; Gary Neiffer, Parks 
and Facilities Supervisor; Carol Lum, Park Maintenance 
Worker II; and Safarali Hajheidari, Facilities Maintenance 
Worker I.  

We also appreciate the Park Commissioners who visited 
all the sites. 

Mayor Ferrell and our City Councilmembers visited the 
Hylebos Blueberry Farm to connect with the Federal Way 
community, volunteers, and Parks and Recreation 
staff.  The numbers tell the story: 130 volunteers worked 
over 390 hours—significant!  Huge kudos to our Federal 
Way Police officers and South King Fire for their support. 

PARKS APPRECIATION DAY IN FEDERAL WAY!  
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FEDERAL WAY OFFICERS TAKE PRIDE IN BEING A 
PART OF THE HIGHLY TRAINED VALLEY SWAT TEAM 

 
The Valley SWAT team (VSWAT) is comprised of a 
dedicated group of professionals who save lives in 
dangerous situations. A multijurisdictional team, 
VSWAT consists of officers, sergeants, and 
commanders from Auburn, Des Moines, Federal Way, 
Kent, the Port of Seattle, Renton, and Tukwila.  
 
The team responds to high-risk search and arrest 
warrants, active shooter events, barricaded suspects, 
hostage situations, terrorist acts, dignitary protection, 
and other criminal occurrences that require a tactical 
response that is beyond the capabilities of regular 
patrol officers or detectives.   
  
VSWAT officers are supported by a team of trained 
officers specializing in hostage negotiations and crisis 
communications. Their primary goal is to resolve high-
risk tactical operations peacefully while minimizing the 
risk of injury or loss of life to all parties involved. 
 
The team trains for three days each month, focusing on 
hostage situations, shoot/no-shoot scenarios, first aid, 
de-escalation, less-lethal tactics, breaching, and 
marksmanship. Frequent training is necessary as 
officers must make quick decisions. VSWAT also 
teaches active shooter response to regional peace 
officers.  
 
Special Weapons and Tactics, or SWAT, are widely 
recognized and familiar to many people. SWAT officers 
undergo a rigorous selection process that requires 
years of law enforcement experience, a review of their 
job history and performance, and passing a fitness test 
that includes challenging exercises while wearing a gas 
mask and heavy tactical vest.  
 
Teamwork is essential as operations are complex and 
require specialized roles, and officers must adapt to 
changing situations.  
  
SWAT’s primary goal is to save lives.  
 
VSWAT members take this goal very seriously, 
continuously learning, practicing, and preparing so that 
when a critical call happens, they are well-suited to 
ensure the safest outcome! 
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Thank you for supporting local businesses in Federal Way! If you have friends or 

family visiting, take them to one of our award-winning restaurants along Pacific 

Highway, 320th, or 348th. Our chefs in Federal Way take pride in preparing 

delicious, mouth-watering cuisine, and we value their hard work! 

Here’s a call to action for the Federal Way community!  
 

We encourage you to download the free “Eyes on Federal Way” app on the App 

Store or Google Play to report non-emergency issues in our community, such as 

graffiti, potholes, littered streets, or abandoned shopping carts.  
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