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FEDERAL WAY’S 23RD ANNUAL 9-11 CEREMONY 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mayor Ferrell was honored to participate in South King Fire's ceremony commemorating 
the 23rd anniversary of September 11, 2001. This day recognizes those first responders 
who bravely went back "into the fire" to selflessly save others. The ceremony was emceed 
by Fire Chief Dave Van Valkenburg, featured patriotic music by Councilmember Jack 
Walsh, remarks by Police Chief Andy Hwang, and a keynote by AJ Frank, retired firefighter 
with the South King and Seattle Fire Departments. He spoke of his efforts of him and his 
rescue dog, Ohlin, to search the wreckage of the World Trade Center.  Thank you to all 
who made this contemplative event a success. 
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Beth Knox, President and CEO of the Seattle Sports Commission, was the speaker at the     
recent Good Eggs Breakfast hosted by King County Council member Pete von Reichbauer. 
She gave us an update on the upcoming FIFA World Cup in 2026 and also recognized that our 
City is hosting the NCAA Division I Women's and Men's Diving Championships and the Big 12 
Swimming and Diving Championships in early 2025.  
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SHREDDING/RECYCLING EVENTS IMPACT 

IDENTITY THEFT AND THE ENVIRONMENT  

Mayor Ferrell helped at the King County shredding event hosted by King County    
Councilmember Pete von Reichbauer. Many residents took advantage of this            
opportunity to shred their confidential documents at the PAEC. On the same day, the 
South King Tool Library, led by Amanda Miller, worked in cooperation with our Public 
Works team to collected tires, appliances, and electronics for recycling. Preliminary    
results are that 265 tires, 6,000 electronics, 120 monitors, and 80 refrigerators were   
recycled. Thanks to those involved in these environmental efforts!  
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MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATED AT  

YO SOY UNICO CHILDCARE 

September 15th is Mexican Independence Day; and on its eve, King County           
Councilmember Pete von Reichbauer and Mayor Ferrell were delighted to be invited to 
the Yo Soy Unico Childcare to meet the parents of the students. Thanks to Maria Luisa 
Aguilera, Center Director; and Gabriela Martinez, Administrator, for hosting us. Feliz dia 
de la independencia Mexicana! 

INTEGRITY LIFE CHURCH’S “SWEET 16” 

Mayor Ferrell was delighted to share his birthday at the "Sweet 16" celebration of      
Integrity Life Church. Thank you to Pastors Joseph and Pamela Bowman for letting me 
share my appreciation to the congregation for their commitment to our community.  
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FOCUS ON VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS     

OUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE PARTNER  

In our ongoing commitment to ensure the highest standards of safety and 
service, we are proud to highlight the role of Valley Communications, our 
vital partner in emergency response and public safety. As a key agency 
within Valley Communications, our police department benefits greatly from 
the collaborative and integrated approach that this organization embodies. 
 

Valley Communications, often referred to as Valley Comm, serves as the 
regional 9-1-1 emergency dispatch center for multiple jurisdictions,          
including our own police department. This centralized hub plays a critical 
role in coordinating emergency services across the area, ensuring that 
calls for help are met with swift and effective responses.  Since 1977, the 
Valley Comm staff has increased from 16 authorized positions to 133 in 

2017. The administrative staff consists of several executive, support, and administrative staff 
but the main workforce consists of 59 dispatchers, 44 call receivers, and 9 supervisors. 
 

One of Valley Comm's primary functions is to handle 9-1-1 calls, 
dispatching appropriate emergency services to incidents ranging 
from minor disturbances to major emergencies. Their state-of-the-
art technology and highly trained staff work around the clock to 
manage these calls with precision and efficiency. This streamlined 
approach helps to eliminate delays and ensures that our officers 
are deployed promptly where they are needed most. 

 

Valley Comm’s role extends       
beyond emergency dispatch. They are also pivotal in managing 
non-emergency requests for assistance, maintaining           
communication between different agencies, and providing    
crucial support during major incidents and public events. Their 
dedication to maintaining a high level of service is evident in 
their proactive approach to continuous improvement and       
innovation.  In fact, Valley Comm is accredited by the         
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies 

(CALEA), the same commission through which the Federal Way Police Department has 
earned the Gold Standard of Public Safety Accreditation.   
 

Valley Communications exemplifies the importance of           
collaboration in public safety. By working together, we are able 
to provide a more coordinated, effective, and responsive      
service to the community. We are grateful for their ongoing 
support and partnership, and we look forward to continuing this 
important work together to ensure the safety and well-being of 
our residents. 
 

For more information about Valley Comm and their services, 
please visit their website at https://www.valleycom.safety  

In%20our%20ongoing%20commitment%20to%20ensure%20the%20highest%20standards%20of%20safety%20and%20service,%20we%20are%20proud%20to%20highlight%20the%20role%20of%20Valley%20Communications,%20our%20vital%20partner%20in%20emergency%20response%20and%20public%20safe
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BOARD AND COMMISSIONS OPEN RECRUITMENT 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/page/boards-commissions-recruitment 

 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/page/boards-commissions-recruitment
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STEEL LAKE PUBLIC MEETING   
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UPCOMING PARKS & RECREATION EVENTS 

FALL PROGRAM GUIDE AT  

https://catalogs.cityoffederalway.com/books/beza/ 

 

 

https://catalogs.cityoffederalway.com/books/beza/
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DOWNLOAD OUR NEW PARKS AND        

RECREATION MOBILE APP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-  

-  

Check the brand-new Federal Way Parks & Rec mobile app, your handy hub for 
everything parks and the Federal Way Communiy Center. It provides convenient FWCC 
cardless entry, instant updates & schedules with push notifications, fitness & pool 
schedules and easy program registration. Download at https://allhappenshere.info/app   

Convenient%20FWCC%20Cardless%20Entry
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 11 CITYWIDE NEWS— THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
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SENIOR COMMISSION CONNECTIONS 
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SHOP LOCAL START TO CART PROGRAM  
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WEEKLY FINANCIAL LITERACY CLASSES 
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TASTE OF FEDERAL WAY SEPTEMBER 28TH  
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GOOGLE & AI FOR BUSINESS 
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FREE BUSINESS WORKSHOPS 
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FUNDRAISING FUNDAMENTALS WORKSHOPS 
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GRANT FUNDAMENTAL WORKSHOPS 

 


