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ALDERBROOK PARK RENAMED TO HONOR 

JOHN AND MARY CONNA 

Last week, the Federal Way City Council unanimously passed a resolution endorsing Mayor      
Ferrell’s proposal to rename Alderbrook Park to “Conna Park,” in honor of John and Mary Conna. 
The Conna’s were 19th Century pioneer landowners in what is now Federal Way and overcame       
significant challenges as African Americans to successfully run businesses, serve as the first Ser-
geant of Arms for the Washington State Legislature, and own land in what is now Federal Way.  
As Alderbrook Park is on the former Conna homestead, Mayor Ferrell reached out to their de-
scendants, and the proposal to rename the park was well-received. The park will incorporate a 
memorial tribute that will honor their legacy and will educate and inspire future generations. 
 
Photos (top) John and Mary Conna (bottom), descendants Maisha Barnett and Ghanya Thomas 
with Mayor Jim Ferrell.  
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SOUND TRANSIT FEDERAL WAY LINK 

STRUCTURE “C” TOUR  

 

Last week, Mayor Ferrell and staff toured what is known as Sound Transit Structure "C" 
which is an elevated long-span bridge and structure near the Midway Way landfill, in order 
to reach Federal Way near Star Lake. This is an amazing feat of engineering that is the 
lynchpin to deliver light rail to our downtown, parallel with Interstate 5 . 
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VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION 
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Mark your calendar for the Federal Way Veterans Celebration on Saturday, November 9th, 2pm, at 
the KOAM-TV Studios at 32008 32nd Avenue North. The event is sponsored by the City of Federal 
Way, Federal Way Kiwanis Club, Federal Way VFW Post 2886, and the Federal Way School       
District. Thanks to Federal Way resident Vickie Chenowyth for coordinating the event!  Stay tuned 
for more details later this week.  



 

 4 CITYWIDE NEWS— THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY 

1ST ANNUAL PUMPKIN PLUNGE AT THE 

FEDERAL WAY COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

Mayor Ferrell attended the first annual Pumpkin Plunge at the Federal Way Community Center. It 
is a new spin on visiting the pumpkin patch! This unique pumpkin-picking experience lets      
members swim in our pools and choose a floating pumpkin to take home.  Thanks to Jake Pyatt 
and the team for coordinating! 
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OPEN DOORS PROGRAM VISITS          

CITY HALL 

 

Last week, Mayor Ferrell spent time with students from the Federal Way Schools Open Doors      
Program, housed at the Truman Campus.  It is a “big picture” learning school where students pursue 
their passions by pursuing interests in the community.  He was asked to talk with the civics class to 
talk about basic government and how cities, counties, and state governments work together. Their 
questions were very insightful.  Our future is bright!  
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GRAND KYIV BALLET AT THE PAEC 

 

Last week, Mayor Ferrell welcomed the Grand Kyiv Ballet to the Federal Way PAEC where they 
performed “Don Quixote,” the classic novel, musical, and ballet. It reinforces the belief that we 
need to believe in our dreams and strive to make them happen for ourselves and others. This 
performance is the story of triumph over tyranny.  Glory to the heroes. Glory to Ukraine! Slava 
Ukraini!  
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MSC HELPS LUNCHEON 

 

The City of Federal Way is a proud sponsor of the Multi-Service Center (MSC) Helps Luncheon, 
which supports their mission to uplift communities by increasing equitable access to advocacy  
and opportunities.  Keynote Speaker Erin Jones has been recognized locally and nationally for her 
work in education and equity, and her message was inspiring.  Also, the Hope, Health and 
Change Award was given to business honoree Grocery Outlet for their support of fundraisers, and 
food donations directly to food banks like MSC. 
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NATIONAL GREAT SHAKE OUT A SUCCESS  

At last week’s Federal Way City Council meeting, the Arts Commission handed out  our 
City “Arts Alive Awards.”  Thanks you to your commitment to the arts.  Congratulations! 

Last Thursday at 10:17am, was the National Great Shakeout earthquake exercise.  Under 
the facilitation of Emergency Management Director Kevin Pelley, we joined this national ef-
fort to conduct an evacuation drill of city hall to ensure we have a safe evacuation. Thanks 
to all who made this exercise a success. 

ARTS EXPLOSION WINNERS RECOGNIZED  
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 POLICE CHIEF AWARDS CITIZEN              

FOR HEROIC CPR RESCUE 

 

On September 12, 2024, the police department and fire department received a 911 
call about an unconscious female in the Wal-Mart Parking lot.  Officer Bracco          
responded to the call and saw Andrea Rodriguez performing CPR on the               
unconscious female.  Officer Bracco and the fire department relieved Andrea and   
began first aid on the female.  The patient was transported to St. Francis     hospital, 
where she received advanced medical treatment.  The medics on scene commented 
that the patient would not have survived to be transported to the       hospital if An-
drea had not performed CPR.  

We recognize Andrea’s heroic actions by awarding her a Police Chief’s Citizen      
Citation.  This award is given to citizens whose actions have demonstrated selfless 
behavior in an emergency or critical situation.  
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H. DAVID KAPLAN BENCH DEDICATION 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 10AM        

WEST HYLEBOS PARK 

 

H. David Kaplan will be honored with the dedication of a bench at West Hylebos Park on 
Wednesday, October 30th, at 10am.  Kaplan made a positive difference in our community 
as our first Parks Commission Chair, and advocate for the creation of the Community    
Center, Blueberry Farm, and other Parks. “Dave is truly an individual who made a positive 
difference on our community and inspired many others to do so,” said Mayor Jim Ferrell. 



 

 11 CITYWIDE NEWS— THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE PAEC   
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FEDERAL WAY SYMPHONY SEASON 
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CENTER STAGE PRESENTS “HARVEY” 

 



 

 16 CITYWIDE NEWS— THE CITY OF FEDERAL WAY 

UPCOMING PARKS & RECREATION EVENTS 

FALL PROGRAM GUIDE AT  

https://catalogs.cityoffederalway.com/books/beza/ 

 

 

https://catalogs.cityoffederalway.com/books/beza/
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DOWNLOAD OUR NEW PARKS AND        

RECREATION MOBILE APP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-  

-  

Check-out the brand-new Federal Way Parks & Rec mobile app, your handy hub for 
everything parks and the Federal Way Communiy Center. It provides convenient FWCC 
cardless entry, instant updates & schedules with push notifications, fitness & pool 
schedules and easy program registration. Download at https://allhappenshere.info/app   

Convenient%20FWCC%20Cardless%20Entry
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HALLOWEEN AT THE FARMER’S MARKET 
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HALLOWEEN TRICKS AND TREATS 
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CENTERSTAGE PRESENTS “STUARY LITTLE”  
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BROOKLAKE MASTER PLAN PUBLIC     

MEETING OCTOBER 29 
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DIVERSITY IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 

CAREER WORKSHOP 
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SWAP TILL YOU DROP EVENT 
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SHOP LOCAL START TO CART PROGRAM  
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FREE BUSINESS WORKSHOPS 
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FUNDRAISING FUNDAMENTALS WORKSHOPS 
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FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT NOVEMBER 8             

AT DUMAS BAY 
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BOARD AND COMMISSIONS OPEN RECRUITMENT 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/page/boards-commissions-recruitment 

 

https://www.federalwaywa.gov/page/boards-commissions-recruitment
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SEA–TAC AIRPORT EXPANSION 45 DAY             

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD BEGINS.                                 

  

The Mayor’s Office, City Council and staff continue to be participating in this process on behalf of 
our residents and will be doing timely updates.  The public comment meeting for Federal Way  
residents and businesses is on Tuesday, November 12, 6-8pm at Wildwood Elementary.  The link 
for more information on the process is at: https://www.airportprojects.net/
sampntpenvironmentalreview/  

https://www.airportprojects.net/sampntpenvironmentalreview/
https://www.airportprojects.net/sampntpenvironmentalreview/

