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Executive  Summary  

This 2019 Cityõs Parks, Recreation and Open 

Space (PROS) Plan provides an update to 

the underlying data and assumptions that 

inform decision-making regarding 

investments in the Cityõs parks, open spaces, 

trails, and recreation programs. Nearly 700 

voices were heard in the development of 

this plan, and the City has seen positive 

engagement in what the future holds for  

its parks and recreation programs. A 

community survey was completed by 640 

residents and users, and meetings with 

stakeholder groups helped guide the 

development of goals, policies, and 

implementation strategies for maintaining 

and improving  the Cityõs parks inventory. 

Using the National Recreation and Park 

Associationõs 2018 Park and Recreation 

Agency  Performance  Benchmarks  as 

a guide, the City of Federal Way does well 

in providing parks, recreation, and open 

spaces in an overall amount that is 

consistent with other similarly sized cities 

across the United States. 

Overall, the Parks and Recreation 

Department is doing well to provide 

community parks to residents of Federal 

Way, with amenities such as sports fields, 

picnic areas, public art, walking trails, 

playground facilities, and spray parks being 

found within the nearly 500 acres of 

community park space. The City is 

exceeding its level-of-service goals for 

community  parks; however, public feedback 

has revealed that the City should be making 

additional investments in its neighborhood 

parks. 
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Favorites like Madrona Park provide a 

variety of amenities, while others leave 

room for improvement which should be 

based on future master planning and public 

outreach efforts. This analysis has also 

shown that the City is lacking in providing 

trails to meet its adopted level of service 

and will need to add more than 7 miles of  

trail facilities over the next six years to 

appropriately serve the community. The 

focus for trail design and connectivity 

should be with ensuring that the trails are 

safe for pedestrian and bicycle use, and 

connect to other park and trail destinations. 

Meeting  most of the Cityõs adopted  targets is 

no small feat, and the Parks and Recreation 

Department has been providing  a high level 

of quality within  its existing parks facilities 

with a smaller staffing ratio to population 

than other cities similarly sized. To meet 

the unmet demand for park space and 

recreation programs, investments in staffing of 

the Parks and Recreation Department must 

also occur. 

As the City determines where it will invest 

scarce resources, consideration should be 

made to the myriad of benefits that parks 

and recreation resources and programs 

have to urban areas. Investment in parks 

and recreation programs has been shown to  

increase property  values and decrease in 

the likelihood  of delinquency for at-risk 

youth. 

Researchers from the University of New 

Mexico found that youth without access to 

healthy recreational involvement are at risk 

for delinquency and are more likely to come 

into contact with the juvenile justice 

system. Historically, parks and recreation 

departments were originally established 

when concerned citizens recognized that 

there was a need to implement services for 

poor  or otherwise disadvantaged 

populations. Over time, a shift driven by 

market forces occurred to focus on services 

for middle -class clientele who would be 

willing and able to pay for services. Starting 

in the 1990õs, parks and recreation 

departments responded to the need to 

develop services to alleviate the factors that 

cause youth to become at risk, thereby 

returning to the original mission of  

òdemonstrating the value of parks and 

recreation to the solution of social  ills.ó 
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An amendment to the Urban Parks and 

Recovery Act of 1978 (36 CFR 72) supports 

this need by stating in the title:  

It is the purpose of this title to improve 

recreation facilities and expand recreation 

services to urban areas with a high incidence of 

crime and to help deter crime through the  

expansion of recreation opportunities for  

at-risk youth. It is the further  purpose of 

this section to increase the security of 

urban parks and to promote  collaboration 

between local agencies involved in parks 

and recreation, law enforcement, youth 

social services, and the juvenile justice 

system. 

It has been noted at a national level that 

investments in parks and recreation 

programs help avoid at-risk youth from 

engaging in delinquency by providing  a 

constructive way for them to use their 

leisure time that give them a feeling of 

independence, self-determination, and 

well-being. 

Investments in parks, open spaces, and 

trails, also improve the local tax base and 

increase property  values. It has been proven 

that private property values increase the 

closer land is to parks. Investments in 

neighborhood parks result in increases in 

the values of adjacent properties. Residents 

can benefit from the addition of 

neighborhood parks and trails within their 

communities, and the increases in the local 

tax base can help to finance the costs of 

these investments. 

In engaging with the development o f this 

plan, the community  has provided  guidance 

that will help the City prioritize  investments in 

its over 600 acres of community and 

neighborhood parks, 400 acres of open 

space, and 12 miles of trail facilities, and 

the many recreation programs that occur 

on these sites. The Parks and Recreation 

Department would  like to  extend a heartfelt 

thank you to everyone who made their 

voice heard and got involved in this 

planning effort. The City looks forward to 

improving  the parks, open space, trails, and 

recreation programs it provides to Federal 

Way residents, and this plan helps direct 

the prioritization of these improvements to 

what the community  values most, while also 

improving  equity and access to these 

services for members of the community 

who need it most. 
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chapter  Introduction  
Plan Purpose 
This Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Plan expresses the communityõs values and 

vision for the Cityõs parks, recreation and 

open space system for the near and long 

term. Decisions regarding park and open 

space investments will be guided by this 

plan as part of the Cityõs Comprehensive 

Plan and Capital Improvement Plan. 

It has been over five years since the 

adoption of the 2013 Comprehensive 

Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan. It 

is important  for the City of Federal Way to 

periodically assess implementation 

progress, determine how community needs 

are being met, how well the current system 

works, identify areas that can be improved 

or enhanced, and respond to 

 

 
 

emerging needs as the community  grows 

and changes. This ensures that the City is 

being responsive to the current needs of 

the community  and pro-active in planning 

for the needs of future generations.  

The Federal Way community  has evolved in 

recent years with changes in residential, 

retail and employment  growth, increased 

transit levels, an increasingly diverse 

population, land acquisitions, and 

recreation program additions and changes. 

Throughout  these changes, parks and open 

space remain important to the community 

for many reasons. As the Cityõs built 

environment expands and the community 

increases density in response to growth 

management planning, parks and open 

space provide necessary opportunities for 

recreation. Structured programming  
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and opportunities  for recreation improve 

the lives of children and youth and can 

reduce the rates of criminal activity. Parks 

increase property  value for homeowners 

and businesses often choose to locate in 

communities with ample recreational 

amenities in order to attract and retain 

highly qualified workers. Having an up-

to-date plan positions the City to 

implement the communityõs values and 

vision for the Cityõs parks, recreation and 

open space system through phases and to 

respond to opportunities  as they arise. 

Community Outreach  
Input from the community  is essential in 

order to create an effective Parks, 

Recreation and Open Space Plan. The 

current update process sought direction 

from as many community  members as 

possible by gathering information from  

surveys issued to the community, 

collaborating with interested stakeholders 

and meeting with special interest groups. 

Feedback gathered at various points 

throughout  the update process established a 

vision that provides guidance for decision 

makers to allocate parks and recreation 

funding  to meet current needs and to make 

informed decisions about the future of the 

Cityõs parks and recreation facilities and 

programs. As Federal Way grows and 

changes so do the demands for recreation 

and open space. Incorporating  feedback 

into the plan and establishing a vision 

ensures the City is poised to act when future 

opportunities  arise and allows the City to 

pro-actively address the recreation needs of 

a diverse and growing community.  

 
plan objectives  

The objectives  of  the  Parks, Recreation,  and 

Open Space Plan are: 

Å To provide  community  defined  direction 

for the future of the Cityõs parks and 

open spaces as well as recreation 

programming  

Å To maintain  funding  eligibility  

Å To ensure consistency with state and 

local requirements  

Å To respond  to  opportunities  as they  arise 

Å To provide guidance for effective 

management of the Cityõs parks, 

recreation, and open  spaces 
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Maintain  Funding 

Eligibility  
The City relies on grant funding  for many 

of its parks facilities and programs. Most 

funding  sources require periodic updates to 

parks and recreation plans in order to 

remain eligible for their funding programs. 

For example, most funding  sources require 

that funded projects be identified within a 

jurisdictionõs park plan, and that the goals 

and policies contained within  support  the 

proposed project. It is critical that the City  

continue to successfully compete for 

outside funding  to  ensure the development 

and maintenance of a high quality park 

system now and into the future.  

Consistency with State 

and Local Requirements  
The Washington State Growth Management 

Act (GMA) requires state and local 

governments to manage Washingtonõs 

growth by identifying and protecting 

critical areas and natural resource lands, 

designating urban growth areas, preparing 

comprehensive plans and implementing 

them through capital investments and 

development regulations. One of the GMAõs 

14 goals is to òretain open space, enhance 

recreational opportunities, conserve fish 

and wildlife habitat, increase access to 

natural resource lands and water, and 

develop parks and recreational facilitiesó 

(RCW 36.70A.020(9)). As such, cities and 

counties are encouraged to develop a 

parks and recreation element to their 

Comprehensive Plan. A further  requirement of 

the State Growth Management Act is for 

cities and counties to plan for the promotion 

of physical activity in their communities. 

In addition, recommendations, goals, 

policies, and implementation actions within 

this plan are a part of the Cityõs 

Comprehensive Plan and Capital Facilities 

Plan and therefore must support and be 

consistent with the policy direction  in the 

Cityõs Comprehensive Plan and capital 

facilities planning. 

Guidance 
This Plan provides guidance to the Cityõs 

Parks and Recreation Division, for the next 

six years and beyond. It includes an 

inventory of existing facilities and 

assessment of the current and future  needs 

and demands of Federal Way residents. 

The Plan establishes goals and policy 

direction, level of service standards and a 

phased implementation strategy. This 

compilation of information is a tool the 

City uses to manage its existing park and 

open space resources. This Plan update 

will also provide the basis for parks and 

open space funding in the Cityõs six-year 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
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Accomplishments  Since the 2013 Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section summarizes the Cityõs 

accomplishments achieved since the 

implementation  of the 2013 Comprehensive 

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan. 

Land Acquisition  
Å West Hylebos Property Acquisitions 

(38.33 Acres) (Part of the West Hylebos) 

Facility  Improvements  
Å Implemented Monument  Sign Program 

Å Prepared a Park and Trail Map for the 

public 

Å Performed outdoor improvements at 

Federal Way Community Center 

Å Cleaned up Laurelwood Park and 

improved the site drainage in 

concert with the Cityõs Surface Water 

Management Division 

Å Performed miscellaneous asphalt 

repairs to walking paths and trails 

Å Repaired damaged light poles at 

Sacajawea Park 

Å Provided staffing and logistics support  

for the Special Olympics and other 

high profile  events including the 

Diversity Fair, Taste of Federal Way, 

Blues & Brews, and Friendship Day 

Å Constructed a lift  station at Steel Lake 

Park 

Å Constructed Town Square Park 

Å Constructed the Federal Way 

Performing Arts and Events Center 

(PAEC) 

Å Constructed a maintenance building 

at Celebration Park 

Å Replaced playground structures at 

Adelaide Park and the Steel Lake Park 

Funland 

Å Constructed the Panther Lake Trail 

Park Planning  
Å Began updating the Marketing and 

Business Plan for the Dumas Bay 

Centre. 

accomplishments  
since the  2013 plan  
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Figure  1.1: PLAN PROCESS DIAGRAM 
 

 

Project  Pipeline  
Å Repair the Steel Lake dock 

Å Improve drainage, baseball fields, and 

restroom at Lakota Park 

Å Replace the playgrounds and 

associated structures at Wedgewood 

Park and Mirror Lake Park 

Å Upgrade/construct  new soccer fields 

Å Improve drainage at Sacajawea Park 

Plan Process 
This is an update of the 2013 Parks, 

Recreation, and Open Space Plan. Figure 

1.1 shows the general planning process 

utilized for the 2019 Parks, Recreation, and 

Open Space Plan. 

Å Inventory Existing Conditions - 

Collected and analyzed existing 

facility and program information, 

demographics, and future population 

growth assumptions. 

Å Vision, Values, &  Plan Priorities - 

Determined community values and 

vision for the future of the parks, 

recreation, and open space system. 

Identified what is important to the 

community  and developed priorities 

for future improvements based on 

those values and future  vision looking at 

both  the near-term (0-6 years) and 

long-term (20 years). 

Å Needs Assessment - Analyzed the 

current and future  needs for the Cityõs 

existing parks and open space facilities 

and recreation programs. 

Å Developed Strategies &  Recommended 

Actions - Developed recommendations 

for the Cityõs community parks, 

neighborhood parks, open spaces, 

trails, and recreation programs. 

Å Prepared Plan - Developed goals and 

policies, level of service standards, and 

implementation  strategy including 

identifying potential funding sources.  

Å Finalized Plan - City Council approval 

and adoption process. 
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In addition, throughout the planning process there were multiple opportunities for public 

input, feedback, and comment as described below. 

Public Involvement  
As part of the Plan effort, the City initiated  a public outreach process to engage 

community members in a dialogue about the future of the Cityõs parks, open 

spaces, and recreation programs. The public outreach process included numerous 

opportunities for public input such as three meetings with stakeholders 

(representing various park user groups and community members), a survey made 

available at city facilities and online, and public open houses where ideas were 

presented for public review and input.  

Community Survey 
From March through  December of 2017 

the City gathered input from residents 

through a parks and recreation survey to 

better understand how the public uses 

the Cityõs park system and gauge their 

impressions of the existing facilities 

and recreation programs. This survey 

distributed  at City events such as Red, 

White, and Blues, was posted on the 

Cityõs website, handed out to various 

community groups, and made available 

at public facilities such as City Hall and 

the Community Center. This survey 

asked respondents the following types of 

questions: what parks or facilities they 

have used within the last year, if they 

participate in sports or  programs 

offered by the City (and if not, why?), 

what types of activities they participate 

in at City parks, what types of activities 

would they like to see more of, how they 

hear about services and programs 

offered at City parks and facilities, how 

funding  should be allocated for parks 

and recreation programs, and what are 

important characteristics of parks and 

programs that the City offers. 

A total  of 640 survey responses were 

collected throughout the survey 

window ð 531 online responses were 

recorded and 109 paper surveys were 

returned to  the City. The survey results 

This word cloud depicts park popularity based on survey responses, with 

popular parks shown in larger text. Full survey responses are provided in 
Appendix D. 
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were analyzed to determine community 

trends and preferences which, in turn, were 

used to guide the goals and policies outlined 

in this Plan. A detailed survey response 

summary is provided in Appendix D. 

Community  Open House 
A community open house was held to 

listen to residents and gather insights into 

community parks and recreation needs. 

Information  from this event helped shape 

the vision for the future of parks and 

recreation facilities and programs offered in 

Federal Way. The meeting is summarized 

below: 

Open House : The primary goal of this 

open house was to explain the Plan update 

process, highlight opportunities  for input 

and feedback, and determine what was 

important to the community. The open 

house was set up as a self-guided òtouró 

through  various displays, each with 

exercises set up to elicit responses both 

about the general importance of park 

related issues and to generate ideas specific to  

each park. 

Stakeholder  and Focus 

Groups 
A stakeholder group  was also formed to 

provide guidance for the Plan. Each member of 

the stakeholder group represented 

organizations and community  groups that 

had an interest in the future of the Cityõs 

park system, enabling the City to more 

effectively reach a broader population  by 

working with these local organizations, 

sports associations, and service clubs. In 

addition, these groups had a detailed 

understanding of the Cityõs parks, open 

spaces, facilities, and recreation programs 

which enabled them to provide insights 

and recommendations throughout the 

planning process. 

Three stakeholder meetings and two focus 

group meetings were held during the 

planning process: 

Stakeholder Meeting #1: February 23, 2017. 

Overview of the Plan update process, 

stakeholder roles, and project scope. 

Stakeholder Meeting #2: May 4, 2017. 

Review the 2013 Plan Vision Statement and 

Core Values, summary of public input to  

date, draft  revisions to  the existing Vision 

Statement and Core Values based on public 

input  and stakeholder recommendations. 

Stakeholder Meeting #3: August 3, 2017. 

Present revised Vision Statement and Core 

Values for stakeholder confirmation  and 
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discussion, summary of updated survey 

results, review existing Goals and Policies to 

identify potential updates.  

Weyerhaeuser Campus Focus Group 

Meeting: July 25, 2017. Discuss the 

communityõs support for retaining the 

public access to the trail network 

throughout the Campus. Detail the Cityõs 

goal of working with the new C ampus 

ownership group  to promote  community 

interaction in a non -intrusive and cohesive 

manner while respecting their private 

property rights.  

Brooklake Focus Group Meeting: February 1, 

2018. Examine the potential uses for the 

Brooklake site while acknowledging there is 

no current funding for improvements in  

the near future. Determine what types of 

uses and physical improvements are 

desired on the site while considering what 

uses are inappropriate  based on the siteõs 

ecological value. 

Public  Hearings/Adoption 

and Approval Process  
In addition to the stakeholder meetings 

and public open house, several briefings, 

working sessions, and public hearings with 

the Parks and Recreation Commission, 

Planning Commission, and City Council 

were conducted as part of the Plan adoption 

and approval process. 
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Core Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An integral part of the Parks, Recreation, &  Open Space Plan is to understand what is 

most important to the community. The Core Values, which shape the Federal Way Parks 

and Open Space Plan recommendations, build upon the extensive public input described 

above and the following sources: 

Å Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies 

Å City Council Goals 

Å State and National Trends 

Vision  
Å Federal Way is a safe, attractive community  known for its cultural diversity, vibrant 

parks, strong neighborhoods, and business centers. 

Mission  
Å The City of Federal Way is responsive, innovative and fiscally responsible in delivering 

quality services, promoting economic development, improving infrastructure, and 

managing growth.  

Goals 
Å Create a multi -use urban City center that is pedestrian-friendly, linked to 

neighborhoods  and parks, and serves as the social and economic hub of the City. 

Å Update the capital facilities plan and provide financing options for transportation  

and surface water improvements, parks, recreation, cultural arts and public facilities. 

Based on this input, the following  7 Core Values emerged: 

 

 
co

v
re
alues 
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Core 
Value 

Achieve and maintain the Commission for 
Accreditation of Parks and Recreation Agencies 
(CAPRA) gold standard in capital improvement, 
levels of service, and maintenance in all parks 
and facilities.  

The City has a wide range of properties and 

assets in its parks and recreation system, 

which are distributed  throughout  the city, 

including: 

Å Open space and natural areas that 

provide wildlife habitat, protection of 

environmentally sensitive areas, and 

passive recreation opportunities  

Å Trail networks that create non- 

motorized connections throughout 

the community  

Å Neighborhood parks that are tailo red to 

serve nearby residents 

Å Community parks that encourage 

residents to gather and connect with 

one another 

Å A wide variety of recreation programs 

and facilities 

There is a strong community desire to 

improve the diverse park and recreation 

facilities that the City owns and maintains. 

The community survey distributed in 

association with this Plan update indicated 

that most residents would rather maintain 

and improve the existing park resources 

that the City currently owns as opposed to 

acquiring new park land. This sentiment 

can be an indicator that residents feel that 

there are enough parks, open spaces, and 

recreation facilities throughout the City to  

serve the population,  and would like to see 

investments improve these existing 

resources. By improving the existing parks 

and facilities within the City, those 

resources will  become a greater asset to  its 

users. Improvements may include higher 

frequency of maintenance, new amenities 

such as play structures, greater offering of 

recreation programs, or enhancing 

shoreline access depending on the park or 

facility. Establishing the desire to improve 

the existing park resources as the first Core 

Value of the Plan emphasizes the 

communityõs desire to further  enhance a 

parks system that already provides its 

residents with abundant recreation 

opportunities.  
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Core 
Value 

Prioritize land acquisition that will connect our parks, 
neighborhoods,  and recreation  facilities  through  a network 
of walking and biking trails.  
Continuing to develop a network of trails 

and non-motorized facilities is a priority for  

Federal Wayõs future. According to the 

survey results, walking, hiking, and dog- 

walking are some of the most common 

activities residents participate in at local 

park facilities. In fact, walking is one of the 

most convenient means for people to get 

daily physical activity, as evidenced by the 

BPA Trailõs popularity.  However, an often 

heard comment is that the BPA Trail 

does not connect to many other locations 

or places. An interconnected network of 

sidewalks and trails will provide non- 

motorized  transit options for the Federal 

Way community to access parks, open 

spaces, and recreation facilities. Future trails 

should connect to the existing trail system 

located within parks and open spaces. 

Core Retain  and Improve  Existing  Open Spaces. 

Value Open spaces and natural areas in the City 

provide an array of benefits to people and 

wildlife and can contribute to enhancing 

water quality in the community. These 

spaces provide pockets of natural areas 

within the City, wildlife habitat, native 

vegetation, and protect environmentally 

sensitive areas from development. The 

Cityõs open spaces include wooded 

areas, ravines, wetlands, and shoreline 

environments. Many of these open spaces 

contain trails, natural observation areas, 

and other opportunities to experience 

nature close to home. 

Protecting and maintaining  Federal Wayõs 

natural systems is critical to preserving 

natural resources and the quality of life in 

the community. These open spaces provide 

a valuable amenity and resource in the 

community allowing residents to both  

experience and enjoy natural areas. A balance 

between protecting  these areas and providing 

opportunities for the community to enjoy 

and use the facilities is essential. The City 

has an obligation to not only be 

environmental  stewards of these lands, but to  

also educate and promote  community 

awareness of the benefits of these open 

spaces. An open space management 

program that balances environmental 

protection, education, invasive species 

management, and low impact public access 

opportunities will provide the greatest 

benefit to the community.  

Homeless encampments within Federal 

Wayõs unprogrammed open spaces have 

spiked over the last 10 years. These 

encampments have been a concern for 

park management, as law enforcement and 

community  members have voiced concerns 

about the prevalence of people experiencing 

homelessness living in the Cityõs open 

spaces and parks. One such concern is the 

affect that homeless encampments have 

on the sensitive ecosystems such as 

streams, wetlands, riparian corridors, and 

wildlife habitat areas that occur within 

Federal Wayõs open spaces. The deposition of 

trash and waste upsets park users and 

results in public complaints to Parks staff, 

the Police Department, and the Federal 

Way City Council. Common complaints to 

the Parks Department have included 

requests to remove trash, clear understory 

vegetation, and manage restroom access. In 

short, the environmental quality of Federal 

Wayõs open spaces are compromised by 

homeless encampments. 
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Core 
Value 

Enhance public perceptions of safety in parks and open 
spaces by incorporating CPTED principles.  

Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design 

(CPTED)  principles  are 

design considerations that discourage 

criminal activity by enhancing natural 

surveillance, access control, and sense of 

ownership. Natural surveillance focuses on 

strategies to design the built  environment in 

a manner that promotes visibility of public 

spaces and areas. Access control focuses 

on techniques that prevent and deter 

unauthorized/inappropriate  access to 

areas. Sense of ownership focuses on 

reducing the perception that areas are 

ôownerlessõ and therefore available for 

undesirable uses. CPTED principles are 

already in place throughout the City and 

reviewed/administered by the Department of 

Community Development for new project 

proposals. Incorporating  these principles 

into  the design of parks, open spaces, and 

recreation facilities will enhance safety and 

reduce opportunities  for criminal activity. 

 

Core 
Value 

Promote a sense of community through park 
programming and recreation facilities by 
encouraging volunteerism, engaging diverse 
populations,  and creating  neighborhood  gathering 
spaces that provide a balance of services.  

Parks, open spaces, and recreation facilities 

offer the community a place to gather, 

communicate, and connect with one 

another. Creating varied programming 

throughout the park network will allow the 

community  to  interact with each other in 

different ways ð some examples include 

park clean-up days allowing residents to 

have a positive impact on the parks they 

visit, recreation sports leagues promoting a  

sense of teamwork, and open spaces 

providing  areas for community  members to  

come together  to  enjoy nature. Providing a 

variety of active and passive recreation 

options ensures that park programming 

appeals to all potential  users. Promoting a 

park system that is accessible to all users 

ð regardless of age, income, mobility,  and 

background ð is a priority  throughout  the 

City. 
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Core 
Value 

Cultivate  new external  partnerships,  and maintain  existing 
external partnerships, to create public/private opportunities 
that will expand the services offered by the City.  

 

The Park Departmentõs existing relationships 

with various external agencies ð including 

the Federal Way School District, King County 

Parks, Washington State Parks, Kiwanis 

Club, Seattle Childrenõs Hospital, and 

various local businesses ð has fostered 

collaborative program opportunities 

throughout  the City. Agreements with these 

agencies have provided residents of the City 

access to additional parks, facilities, and 

events that would otherwise not be possible 

for the Parks Department to provide by 

itself. Some examples of events held in 

association with external partners include 

Pirate, Pixies & Helmets in association with 

Seattle Childrenõs, Annual Salmon Bake in 

association with Kiwanis, Kidõs Day in 

association with Pacific Medical Centers, 

and Daughterõs Night  out  in association 

with Menchieõs and ADC Kids Dentistry. 

Assessing the popularity of these events 

will allow t he City to examine additional 

external partnerships to continue 

expanding the types and frequency of 

events that are held throughout the City. 

The City should evaluate how external 

partnerships are beneficial for the sponsors of 

the events in order to efficiently market 

future  partnerships. In association with the 

diversity goals established in Core Value #5, 

the City should also examine opportunities to 

partner with external stakeholders that 

represent various cultural groups. 

Core 
Value 

Enhance the quality of life for the community by providing 
varied recreational opportunities and facilities that appeal 
to a diverse population.  

Recreation activities that are offered 

throughout the Cityõs parks network should 

reflect the Cityõs diverse population. 

Providing a wide array of recreation 

facilities and activities throughout the City 

will help ensure that all residents have 

access to programs that appeal to them, 

regardless of age, race, gender, or ability 

level. Recreational opportunities  is an 

intentionally  broad term that can include 

arts/crafts, theatre, athletic teams, camps, 

senior events, and anything in-between. 

The City already offers a wide selection of 

activities for residents to participate in, 

primarily through  the Community Center, 

but as the population continues to grow it 

is important to assess the demand for new 

types of programming.  
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Parks and Open Space Vision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

A vision expresses the community values, goals and priorities for the future of the parks 

and recreation system. It conveys the park, open space, and recreation qualities desired in 

the community now and into the future . 

Federal Wayõs unique landscape of hills, lakes, views, and Puget Sound shoreline is enjoyed by 

the community through its linked network of parks, open space, and gathering spots. Quiet 

green places, vibrant gatherings, and diverse recreation and culture all celebrate Federal 

Wayõs character and identity. 

Our vision is one in which parks, open spaces, facilities, and programs strengthen the 

social fabric of our community by providing beautiful, innovative, and safe opportunities that 

enhance the quality of life for all citizens while protecting our natural resources. Vibrant 

public spaces in the City Center host a variety of public and cultural events. Open spaces 

protect functioning ecosystems in tandem with supporting public use, enjoyment, and 

environmental education about the communityõs natural systems. Active, healthy living is 

supported by an extensive walking network which links people to parks close to home and 

community activities and events - community centers, schools, public spaces, the City 

Center, and other destinations. 
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chapter  Community Profile  
Regional  Location  
Federal Way is located in the South Central 

Puget Sound Region, between Seattle and 

Tacoma. Federal Way is approximately 25 

miles south of Seattle and 8 miles north  of 

Tacomaõs City Center. 

Federal Way is served by Interstate 5, State 

Route 18 and State Route 167. The major 

arterials are Pacific Highway South (HWY 

99), South 320th Street, South 336th Street, 

South 348th Street (Campus Drive), 21st 

Avenue Southwest, State Route 161 

(Enchanted Parkway), Military Road, and 

State Route 509 (Dash Point Road). King 

County Metro is the primary transit service 

provided within the City. Figure 2.1 is a 

vicinity map showing the City in its regional 

context. 

Planning  Area 
As of September 2017, Federal Way is 

composed of 14,387 acres of land (22.48 

square miles), stretching from South 272nd to 

the north  and the Tacoma/Pierce County 

border to the south, Military Road to the 

east and Puget Sound to the west. The 

planning area includes current City limits as 

well as the Potential Annexation Area 

(PAA), which is the unincorporated King 

County area east of I-5. The PAA is included in 

the planning area because it is assumed that 

eventually it will be annexed to the City, 

and thus, the City must plan for the 

populationõs future parks and recreation 

needs. This plan identifies existing park 

facilities in the PAA and will provide policy 

direction  on these areas. The City currently 

owns and maintains one property  within  the 






















































































































































































































