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MAYOR FERRELL TAKES A TOUR OF THE REMODELED 
COMMONS MALL OFFICE SPACE PROPERTY 

Mayor Jim Ferrell recently went on a tour to learn about the plans for The Commons Mall with 
Jamas Gwilliam, the Managing Director at Merlone Geier Partners, along with 40 brokers from 
South King County ð the trip explored the upcoming developments in the Central Business 
District. Merlone Geier Partners purchased The Commons Mall for $46.5 million. The Commons, 
previously known as SeaTac Mall, has been an integral part of the Federal Way community since it 
opened its doors on August 14, 1975. You can learn more about the future of the historic 
Commons Mall at Mayor Ferrellôs State of the City Address on Thursday, February 15, at 6 p.m.  
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MAYOR FERRELL ATTENDS THE SOUTH KING FIRE 
CELEBRATION TO PROMOTE STAFF MEMBERS!  

On February 2, Mayor Ferrell visited the South Kire Fire celebration ceremony to announce the 
promotions of its personnel. One of the major highlights was the swearing-in ceremony of Dave Van 
Valkenburg as the Fire Chief. Caroline Vadino (Vice Chair pictured above at the podium) 
administered the firefighter oath. It was a historic moment when Lisa Defenbaugh, Deputy Chief of 
EMS, became South King Fire's first female Chief Officer! Congratulations to everyone. 
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FWPD FOCUSES ON ITS RECRUITMENT 
PLANNING STRATEGY FOR 2024 

The Federal Way Police Department 
(FWPD) has set a goal to recruit more 
candidates in 2024. To achieve this, FWPD 
increased the size of its recruiting team to 10 
members.  

The expansion will help our FWPD attract 
quality candidates from diverse 
backgrounds.  
 
To make the recruitment process more 
effective, the department has launched a 
new website (fwrecruiting.com) that provides 
potential applicants with information and 
opportunities.  
 
Our FWPD plans on participating in 
community and military recruiting events ð 
we will actively engage with potential 
candidates and showcase the best of our 
department!  

In 2023, the FWPD recruited nearly 40 staff 
members, setting a positive precedent for 

our 2024 recruitment goals. To make the application process more accessible and efficient, FWPD has 
collaborated with Public Safety Testing to streamline its initial testing process for police officer positions.  

Lateral and entry-level applicants are offered incentives, such as a signing bonus for lateral applicants and 
a simplified testing process, including remote interviews and exams.  

Overall, FWPDôs recruitment plan for 2024 is a comprehensive approach, leveraging traditional and 
innovative methods to build a skilled, diverse, and dedicated police force. 
 

 
 

 

Photo credit: Officer Avestruz (left) and Officer Kent 
(right) are both members of the Federal Way Police 
Recruiting Team. 
 

https://www.fwrecruiting.com/new-page
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MAYOR FERRELL MEETS NEW PRESIDENT OF THE 
FEDERAL WAY KOREAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 30, The City of Federal Way welcomed Haeng S. Kim (pictured left next to Mayor 
Ferrell), the newly appointed Federal Way Korean American Association President, and other 
organization members to City Hall. Federal Way is home to one of the largest Korean American 
communities in the Pacific Northwest ð a great source of pride for us!  
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LOOKING BACK AT THE MLK DAY 
CELEBRATION IN FEDERAL WAY 

Thanks to you for supporting our annual MLK Day Event last month! The City of Federal Way Diversity 
Commission honored the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on January 15 during a memorable event at 
the Performing Arts & Event Center (PAEC). The attendees heard impactful speeches from Mayor Ferrell 
and others and watched performances embodying the 2024 theme, Building Community Bridges. 

 
Click on this link to watch the video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbNw0vyM5aM&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbNw0vyM5aM&t=6s

