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DEMOLISHING THE PAST AND BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE IN FEDERAL WAY 
 
Mayor Jim Ferrell has always fearlessly tackled 
challenges as a dedicated City leader.  
 
Ferrell took on a new challenge this week ð 
using one of the golden sledgehammers from his 
office at City Hall. Public Works Director, EJ 
Walsh, worked with Swofford Excavating to allow 
Ferrell to dismantle a section of the old Target 
building! 
 
It was a memorable moment for Ferrell, a former 
University of Washington Husky linebacker 
with 19 years of prosecutorial experience.  
 
ñI didnôt have a golden sledgehammer when I 
played at UW, but now I do,ò said Ferrell. 
 
Ferrell still applies the best practices he learned 
from the great Hall of Fame coach Don James 
and is never afraid to roll up his sleeves to bring 
positive change to our Federal Way community. 
 
The future of Federal Way is looking brighter 
than ever with the commencement of the Town 
Center (TC 3) Redevelopment Plan for our 
community. Our downtown area will become a 
bustling hub of activity, attracting businesses and 
visitors from all over the region.  
 
We are preparing for the arrival of Light Rail in 
2026 and are excited to accommodate 30,000 
daily visitors. With our sights set on establishing 
one of the most desirable downtown areas in 
South King County, Federal Way is poised for 
success and ready to welcome all who want to 
be a part of our thriving community. 
 
Federal Way boasts a bright future with 
captivating features like the Town Square Steps 
and live entertainment at the PAEC, connecting 
to Town Square Park. We welcome anyone to 
enjoy our award-winning restaurants along 
Pacific Highway and 320th Street. 
 
As the demolition continues, Federal Way has 
already become a top choice for businesses in 
South King County under the leadership of 
Ferrell, as evidenced by Dickôs Drive-in and 
Smith Brothers Farms recently moving in!  

A golden opportunity! Mayor Ferrell is actively working towards the future 
of Federal Way, doing his part by recently demolishing a section of the 
former Target building with his gold sledgehammer!  

All in a dayôs work! Left to right: Brian Davis, City 
Administrator, Mayor Ferrell, and EJ Walsh, Public 
Works Director, visit the Target demolition site on 
August 14. 
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FWCCôS NEW LEISURE POOL AND SLIDE UPDATE! WEôRE MAKING GREAT PROGRESS 
 
Great news, Federal Way!  
 
Weôre moving in the right direction with the recent 
installation of our new leisure pool slide at 
the Federal Way Community Center (FWCC). 
 
The pool replastering was completed on August 
8 and filled with water on August 9 ð not for the 
swimmers ð as part of the curing process. The 
plaster must be in the water to properly cure.  
 
August 10 was a huge FWCC milestone: we filled 
the pool and tested all the slide-and-play features!  
  
Weôre excited to be one step closer to welcoming the 
public back into the pool, as this is a big step in that 
process!  
 

While we know everyone is asking, ñWhat is your opening day?ò We are in the final stages of preparing the 
release date and will announce it soon. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we work through the 
details. 
 
The City thanks everyone involved in the project for getting us here today! 

Weôre making a splash! Crews installed a new slide with a beautiful 
staircase, and the lazy river was replastered at the FWCC. All of the 
rust has been removed and treated from the lazy river. Parks Director 
John Hutton said, ñPrecautionary measures have been taken to keep 
that from ever happening again.ò 
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OUR FINANCIAL LITERACY PROJECT PILOT PROGRAM BEGINS NEXT MONTH 
 
It is crucial to have financial literacy and competency at 
any age.  
 
Mayor Ferrell is happy to announce that the City 
Council unanimously approved the Financial Literacy 
Project pilot program during the August 8 meeting.  
 
We plan to initiate this program in the fall using our 
general fund. 
 
The City will invite participants from organizations in our 
community for the course, held at the Federal Way 
Community Center (FWCC) from September 14 to 
November 9 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) and will be available in 
multiple languages.  
 
Recruitment for this project, operated by community 
volunteers, will begin shortly.  
 
After six months, we will conduct exit interviews and 
evaluate their impact on individuals.  
 
Up to 40 participants who meet the qualifying criteria are 
eligible to participate for free of charge. 

Click on this link to learn more.  

For additional information, please get in touch with 
Bill.Vadino@cityoffederalway.com.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/federal-way-financial-literacy-class-by-financial-peace-university-tickets-685879292427?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwAR0Ujqersb7KC1fa22QJeFp1EKJ1yfM6oQO_G9JPvNnV-5y_wBmzXtmVGpE
mailto:Bill.Vadino@cityoffederalway.com
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ANNUAL KIDS DAY AT STEEL LAKE PARK 
 
Mayor Ferrell paid a visit to the Kids Day at Steel Lake 
Park on August 9, where attendees enjoyed mouth-
watering cuisine from food trucks, and the kids had a 
memorable time before itôs back to school soon! We had 
over 20 community booths present, representing many 
organizations in our wonderful community! Children and 
families enjoyed free giveaways and live entertainment on 
our mainstage, including our summer day camp.  
We estimate over 500 in attendance throughout the 
afternoon!   
 
Thanks to Melinda Blevins, Special Events 
Assistant, Cassie Swan, Recreation Coordinator Arts & 
Events, and our entire team for coordinating the Kids Day 
event!  

The Karate Kids! Mayor Ferrell greets the students from 
Master Na Martial Arts in Federal Way at Steel Lake Park on 
August 9. Kids Day is a massive event in our community, and 
itôs all about the children! 


