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THE CONNA FAMILY HOLDS A CEREMONY TO COMMEMORATE THE DEDICATION 
OF A PHOTO MURAL AT THE BUS SHELTER ON 320TH ST.  

 
John and Mary Conna were African-
American pioneers in the early history of 
Washington State.  
 
On October 13, the Conna family part-
nered with King County Metro to celebrate 
the Conna Family NW Black Pioneers pro-
ject at 1157 S. 320th Street in Federal 
Way.  
 
The family organizers said the bus shelter 
photo mural pays homage to their lives and 
celebrates their contributions to national 
and local civic causes, political activism, 
and land ownership in our state. 
 
ñJohn Connaôs story is truly remarkable,ò 
Federal Way Mayor Jim Ferrell said. ñHe 
was a businessperson and owned 157 
acres at the southeast side of Panther 

Lake here in Federal Way before his passing in 1921. Born into slavery in Texas in 1843, Mr. Conna faced numer-
ous challenges before gaining his freedom and fighting in Civil War battles, including the Siege of Port Hudson, Lou-
isiana. He was appointed assistant sergeant-at-arms of the 1889 Washington Territorial House of Representatives.ò 
 
Johnôs great-granddaughter, Maisha Barnett, hopes her great-grandfather will become the first African-American to 
have a landmark in Federal Way. 

 

Maisha Barnett, John Connaôs great-granddaughter (pictured in the 
middle), advocated for a landmark in Federal Way to be named 
after her great-grandfather. At the event on October 13, she met 
with King County Councilmember Pete von Reichbauer (pictured 
left) and Mayor Ferrell. 

A Great Masterpiece! The Conna family photo mural is at the 1157 S. 320th 
Street bus shelter in Federal Way.  

The Historical Society of Federal Way's History Book features 
over 200 vintage images and includes an article on John 
Conna on page 51. 
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YANGSAN, SOUTH KOREA, DELEGATION VISITS MAYOR JIM FERRELL AND CITY COUNCIL!  
 
City councilmembers, city staff, and Becca Martin from the Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce 
joined Mayor Ferrell in welcoming Mayor Na Dong-Yeon from Yangsan, South Korea, alongside Park Byung-
Dae, chairman of the Yangsan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (YCCI), and other distinguished 
delegates, for a city hall tour on October 10! We thank Tanja Carter, economic development director, and 
former Federal Way Mayor Mike Park for organizing this unforgettable visit and bringing us closer to our friends 
from Yangsan.  

The group photo includes Yangsan, South Korea, Mayor Na Dong-Yeon; Chairman of the Yangsan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries, Park Byung-Dae; Council President Linda Kochmar, Mayor Ferrell, Deputy Mayor Susan Honda; President of The Greater 

Federal Way Chamber of Commerce, Becca Martin, Councilmembers Jack Walsh, Lydia Assefa-Dawson, Paul McDaniel, and FWPD 
Chief Andy Hwang. During the gathering, Yangsanôs Mayor thanked Mayor Ferrell for supporting the Korean community, 
constituting 10 percent of Federal Way residents. 
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FWPD ACTIVATES THREE SUBSTATION LOCATIONS TO KEEP COMMUNITY SAFE 
 
The Federal Way Police Department (FWPD) operates 
three active substations in the City: The Commons Mall sub-
station, the Downtown Substation, and the Pacific Highway 
Substation near Federal Way High School.  
 
The Commons Mall substation, managed by Lieutenant RB 
Blackshear, is the main base of operations with three police 
officers.  
 
This program falls under the Patrol Specialty Assignments 
command.  
 
Our FWPD officers at The Commons maintain constant con-
tact with youth at the mall, carry out foot patrols, and handle 
shoplifting and other criminal cases. They also engage in 
crime prevention contacts by maintaining officer presence.  
 
The Downtown Substation hosts the Traffic Unit and Special 
Operations Officers near the Transit Center.  
 
The strategic locations of the substations provide the public 
with high police visibility and reduce response time, advanc-
ing FWPDôs mission of enhancing the quality of life for resi-
dents, visitors, and businesses within our City. 

 

FWPDôS JEFF VANDERVEER IS HONORED AS THE MVP AND THEN PROMOTED TO LIEUTENANT!  

 
Jeff VanderVeer, a skilled detective in the Criminal Investigations 
Section, has significantly impacted the departmentôs 
investigations. As the only certified Crime Scene Investigator in 
our FWPD, Jeff has solved countless homicides and violent 
offenses in the region.  
 
Itôs one of many reasons Jeff received the 2022 Most Valuable 
Player award and then promoted to Lieutenant on October 1, 
2023!  
 
Jeff's expertise was instrumental in processing even the most 
complex investigation scenes. In 2022, he tackled one of the 
departmentôs most challenging cases, cementing his reputation as 
a top-notch investigator. 
 
Jeff's work ethic is beyond reproach. Prosecutors and peers 
recognize him as an expert in his field. Jeff took Crime Scene 
Investigation to a new level at FWPD.  
 
In mid-2022, Jeff became the Administrative Officer in charge of 
professional standards. He recruits and investigates Police 
Department applicants, coordinates training and fulfills staffing 
needs. Jeff maintains his Crime Scene Investigation certifications 
while learning his new assignment.  
 
He truly exemplifies the agencyôs values and mission! 

Performing The Job Duties Worthy of An MVP Honor!  

FWPD Commander Kurt Schwan and Chief of Police 
Andy Hwang are pictured with Jeff VanderVeer (shown 

in the middle) in Council Chambers for a special 
moment.  

Jeff's dedication to our police department extends 
beyond his regular work hours to include during his off 

time, seeking additional training to enhance his 
expertise.   
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THE UPDATED NUMBERS ARE IN FROM THE MAYORôS DAY OF CONCERN FOOD DRIVE!  
 
We received great news about the official 
numbers from the Mayorôs Day of Concern 
Food Drive at the Twin Lakes Fred Meyer. 
 
According to Steven Curry, Food Bank 
Director of the Multi-Service Center (MSC) 
in Federal Way, they collected another 1,431 
pounds of food and $1,165.00 in cash 
donations on October 7!   
 
Steven said that brings 14,872 pounds of 
food, including the 13,441 pounds collected 
through the Waste Management FD.  
 
The City of Federal Way and Mayor Ferrell 
thank Steven, our City Councilmembers, Han 
Kirkland and the Waste Management team, 
Bill Vadino, Policy Advisor, and friends at 
Fred Meyer. 
 

MAYOR FERRELL JOINS THE RUCKELSHAUS CIRCLE LUNCHEON IN SEATTLE 
 
Last week, Mayor Ferrell had the privilege and honor of attending the 14th annual Ruckelshaus Circle Luncheon at 
The Hyatt Regency Seattle. 
 

¶ William ñBillò Ruckelshaus, the first Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator, was honored at the 
event.  

 

¶ A few tables away from Mayor Ferrell sat former three-term Governor Dan Evans, who represented 
Washington in the U.S. Senate from 1983 to 1989. 

 
Mayor Ferrell listened to a moderated discussion with Valerie Jarrett, CEO of the Obama Foundation, on the 
theme of óFinding Common Ground.ô Valerie was a Senior Advisor to Barack Obama from 2009-2017.  
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PUBLIC WORKS AND PARKS HOLD A WINTER MAINTENANCE TRAINING KICKOFF AT CELEBRATION PARK 
  

With the winter season fast approaching, Public 
Works and Parks are gearing up to handle the 
potential snow and ice that might come along 
this year. Mayor Ferrell recently visited the team 
during its winter maintenance training kickoff at 
Celebration Park as they practiced plowing bark.  
 
The training kickoff also connects the Public 
Works and Parks family and strengthens their 
bond. Public Works Director EJ Walsh values 
teamwork and encourages his teammates to get 
to know one another better!  
 
Itôs worth noting that Public Works and Parks 
work around the clock to ensure the safety of 
our community on the roads.  
 
As we prepare for the winter season in Federal 
Way, we thank the team for letting Mayor 
Ferrell drive a snowplow truck! 
 
Check out Mayor Ferrellôs fun video of the 
winter maintenance training kickoff on his social 
media pages!  
  

 

Theyôre Always Making It Happen! Before the winter maintenance training 
kickoff at Celebration Park on October 11, Public Works and Parks discuss 

snow and ice operations, sidewalk clearing for city facilities, and ice yard 
safety planning. Mayor Ferrell appreciates our rock stars, who work around 
the clock for you in Federal Way!   

A Man of Action! Mayor Ferrell delivers when it comes to serving the City of Federal Way. Recently, the Mayor had the opportunity to 
experience the upcoming winter daily challenges faced by Public Works and Parks, using the snow plow and plow truck. The Mayor 

thanks EJ Walsh, Public Works Director (pictured right), for the hands-on experience!  


